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Main Text: Genesis 1:27-28; 3:17-18 

 

Free Will: 

• Because God loved us, He risked everything. 

• God put humans in charge, giving them free will over creation. From 
that point on the fate of creation was tied to what the human race did 
with it. 

• At the fall the perfection God created was now cursed. 
 

 

 

God’s Purpose for a Free Will Creation: 
• “To have creatures who would serve, love and glorify him out of their 

free choice not by coercion or manipulation.” – Jack Cottrell 
• God is responsible for evil’s possibility, not its actuality. 
• Evil is a potential consequence when we are free to choose. 

 

 

 

Application: 

 There is no greater love we can show God, than love through true, 

unbribed Faith. 

 

 

 

 Gospel Observation: 

 God did not exempt himself from the same risks of a free will 

creation.  

 Jesus does not offer us a way out of the moral and physical evil, but 

rather a way through it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional study material used for this sermon: 
• Phillip Yancey, Disappointment with God 

• Jack Cottrell, The Faith once for all 
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Sermon Scripture References: 

 Psalm 44:23-24 

 Gen 1:27-28; 3:17-18 

 Matthew 22:37 

 Romans 5:3-5 

 Hebrews 11:39-40 

 Luke 18:8 

 Hebrews 4:14-16 
 



 

 

LIVE Intentionally, LOVE Courageously 

 

 

Hot Topic: Gospel Responses to Contemporary Challenges 
Part 3: Walking Away Disappointed 

Life Group Questions for 9.29.19: 
 

 

Beginning: 

 Has there ever been a time that you found yourself walking away from a situation feeling disappointed with God? 

What happened and why did you feel that way? 

 

 

Read & Discuss: 

Romans 5:3-5; Hebrews 11:8-28 

 What do these verses tell us about faith and suffering? 

 Why is it important that we understand these verses in the context of being a “Free Will Creation”? 

 Review the section “Gospel Observation” in your notes. Was there anything that stuck out to you? What was it and 
why? 

 

 
 

Apply: 

 Under the “application” section in the notes, this point was made: There is no greater love we can show God, than 

love through true, unbribed Faith. How can you apply this to your life? 

 

 

Additional Depth: 

 Challenge yourself to read the “sermon scripture references” found on the front of your notes.  
Specifically, check out these passages: Read Hebrews 11 in its entirety. Why are these people so inspiring and how 
do they encourage us to keep the faith?  

 Ask God to help you see how these verses apply to you. Ask Him to help you grow in your walk with Him this week. 

 


